
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Does your students’ writing lack voice? Organization? Is it flat and uninspired? Improving the Quality 
of Student Writing helps teachers begin to examine what is behind poor writing. This hands-on 
workshop begins by examining our assessment of student writing. It will explore how to look beyond 
poor spelling and grammar to recognize strengths and identify weaknesses.  Throughout the day, 
participants will “try out” mini lessons that empower young writers to discover their voice and value 
their ideas. 
 

This workshop will answer questions such as: 
 How can we assess students’ writing in a way that helps us to know what they need to learn as 

writers? 
 What classroom structures best support writing growth and development? 
 Which mini lessons are most effective in improving student writing pitfalls like organization, 

voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and idea development? 
 What can we do differently in our individual student conferences to affect stronger, more 

powerful writing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Improving the Quality of 
Student Writing 

Kim Yaris is a regional literacy consultant working with Long Island school districts to implement 
staff development initiatives in reading and writing instruction. Kim works daily alongside teachers 

demonstrating lessons, coaching for more effective teaching, mapping curriculum for the school 
year, and providing thoughtful training seminars in reading and writing workshops. She has fifteen 

years experience in education, including seven years as an elementary classroom teacher. Kim 
presents regularly at local conferences and literacy workshops.  

My Learning Plan/WebReg, 
please copy this link into your browser: 

http://www.wsboces.org/webreg 
For registration instructions, 

please see the reverse side (pg 2) of this flyer. 
 

Need Information?  
dmaxwell@wsboces.org  or 631-595-6829 

Date:     Tuesday, October 20, 2009 
Time:       8:30 am – 2:30 pm     Please make/mail payment to:  
Location:  Western Suffolk BOCES     Western Suffolk BOCES A506 
Division of Instructional Support Svcs   31 Lee Ave., Wheatley Heights, NY 11798 
31 Lee Avenue, Wheatley Heights, NY  11798          Att: Debbi Maxwell 
Cost:     $100pp (A506 members) 
     $150pp (non-members) 

Professional Development Program 

 

http://www.wsboces.org/webreg
mailto:dmaxwell@wsboces.org


Western Suffolk BOCES Professional Development 
Web Registration Directions 

 

Check with your district to see if you are a member of My Learning Plan 
Workshop flyer maps for directions can be found on MLP 

 

For My Learning Plan Member Districts 
If you are a member of My Learning Plan, you will be given a user name and password by 
your district. To see courses and to register, please do the following: 

⇒ Log onto www.mylearningplan.com  
⇒ Click on the Western Suffolk BOCES Catalog link 

 

If your district does NOT have a link to the WS BOCES catalog, 
please copy this link into your web browser 

http://www.wsboces.org/WebReg 
 

⇒ Select the course you’d like to enroll in 
⇒ When ready, click the “Click to Enroll” button 
⇒ Click MLP Users (Enter User Name & Password – Log in) 
⇒ Enter personal registration information 
⇒ Select payment method; click the “Next” button 
⇒ Click Terms and Conditions button 
⇒ Print the confirming enrollment form 
⇒ Scroll down and read the rest of the information on the final screen 
⇒ You will receive an email when you are registered 

 

For Non-My Learning Plan Districts 
Please click on this link to see the WS BOCES catalog. 

http://www.wsboces.org/WebReg 
 

At the top of the page will be a purple box. The workshops are divided up into programs. 
⇒ Highlight the program you’d like to search workshops in and “search catalog” 
⇒ Workshops will be listed in date order 
⇒ Select the course you would like to enroll in 
⇒ Click the “click to enroll” button 
⇒ Registered Users: click “I’m a Registered User”, then enter your email address and password to log in.   

Click “update and continue”. 
⇒ New Users: Click on “I’m a New User” and complete the form. When finished, click the “Create Account” 

button. 
⇒ Enter personal registration information 
⇒ Select payment method; click the “next” button 
⇒ Clerk Terms and Conditions button 
⇒ PRINT THE CONFIRMING ENROLLMENT FORM. ONCE YOU RECEIVE ADMINISTRATIVE 

SIGNATURE, Please fax (631-623-4915) to Western Suffolk BOCES 
⇒ Click return to main 
⇒ Click “logout” button to finish the process 
⇒ You will receive an email when you are registered. 

http://www.mylearningplan.com/
http://www.wsboces.org/WebReg
http://www.wsboces.org/WebReg

