
December 13, 2016
Meeting Type : WS-BOCES Board Meeting
Date : Tuesday, December 13, 2016
Start time : 6:30 PM
Location : 507 Small Conference Room

Roll Call –
(Attendees Noted
by District Clerk)

Present were:
Board Members

Peter Wunsch (President)
Salvatore Marinello (Vice President)
Mildred Browne
Sydney Finkelstein
Ilene Herz, Esq.
Jeannette Santos
Maryann Zumpano

 
BOCES Staff

Michael Flynn (Chief Operating Officer)
Angelique Johnson-Dingle (District Superintendent)
Paula Klingelhoefer (Sr. Exec. Dir. - Personnel and ISS)
Warren Taylor (Chief Financial Officer)
Nancy Fischetti (Public Relations Director)
Joanne Klein (District Clerk)
Nancy Kelsey (Exec. Dir. Career and Tech. Education)
Teresa Strum (Exec. Dir. - Special Education)
Staff Members
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Call to
Order/Pledge of
Allegiance (Board
President)

The Regular meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Board President, Mr. Wunsch.
 

:EXECUTIVE SESSION   
At this time a motion to move into Executive Session to discuss confidential personnel matters was made by
Mrs. Zumpano, seconded by Mr. Marinello.  At 7:15 p.m. the Board unanimously agreed to adjourn
Executive Session and move into the Audit Committee meeting on motion made by Mrs. Zumpano,
seconded by Mr. Marinello.
 

:AUDIT COMMITTEE   
The Audit Committee meeting was called to order at 7:16 p.m.  Present were all Board of Education
members, Michael Flynn, Warren Taylor, Timothy Doyle of Bonadio & Co., LLP, independent auditors for
Western Suffolk BOCES.  Also in attendance were Don Hoffmann and Richard Coffey of Cullen and
Danowski, internal auditors for Western Suffolk BOCES. 
 
Mr. Doyle reviewed the draft report “Financial Statements and Required Reports as of June 30, 2016”, the
“Extraclassroom Activity Funds”, and "Single Audit", including the legal requirements that mandate the
reports. 
 
Mr. Hoffmann reviewed the draft report “Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures” with the Audit Committee. 
 
Also reviewed was the Corrective Action Plan to be submitted in response to the Office of the State
Comptrollers report titled "Budget Transfers and Confirming Purchase Orders".  
 
The Audit Committee recommended that the Board should accept the reports and the Corrective Action
Plan.  This meeting was concluded and adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
 

:REGULAR MEETING   
The Regular meeting of the Board resumed at 8:00 p.m.  Mr. Wunsch led the audience in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Visitors ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF VISITORS BY PRESIDING OFFICER
Mr. Wunsch invited anyone present in the audience who wished to address the Board to please step forward
and state their name and address. No one present wished to address the Board.
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Approval of
Minutes Regular
Meeting –
November 15,
2016
(Minutes)

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 15, 2016 were approved unanimously on motion of Mr.
Finkelstein and seconded by Mrs. Santos.  

DISS Presentation
– Mock Trial:
Civics & Law
Education for
Middle School
(Program Presentation)

Mr. Wunsch introduced Mrs. Angelique Johnson-Dingle, District Superintendent.  Mrs. Johnson-Dingle spoke
briefly of the Mock Trial Program offered by the Division of Instructional Support Services.  Mrs.
Johnson-Dingle introduced Ms. Renee Allen, Program Administrator for DISS who gave the Mock Trial
presentation.   
 
Ms. Allen's presentation to the Board included background information regarding the Mock Trial Program.
The program has approximately 600 student participants each year and the students range from Grade 5 to
Grade 8.  Ms. Allen described to the Board the program goals, timelines, how the day is structured with
respect to the sessions and time allotted for each session.  The students are given sample cases and they
receive copy of the program, certificate of participation, Mock Trial pencil, a gavel pin and an evaluation form
to complete.  Ms. Allen stated there are approximately 22 Long Island school districts who participate in this
program as well as approximately 23 judges and attorneys who volunteer their time to the program.  

Treasurer's
Report
(Treasurer's Report)

The Board acknowledged receipt of the Treasurer’s Report indicating balances in the various financial
accounts as of October 31, 2016.  (Copies incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Claims Auditor's
Report
(Claim Auditor's Report)

The Board acknowledged receipt of the Report of the Claims Auditor from November 7, 2016 through
December 1, 2016 for expenditures totaling $15,463,234.65.  (Copies incorporated with the official minutes
of this meeting.)

Comments/Events
(District Superintendent)

Mrs. Johnson-Dingle welcomed everyone.  Mrs. Johnson-Dingle updated the Board briefly on the most
recent Board of Regents meeting.  The Board of Regents have officially adopted the next generation of
science standards.  This is very exciting as Western Suffolk BOCES' Doug Schmid was a member of the
steering committee.  We are extremely thrilled to implement this new inquiry-based learning with the new
science standards.   

Annual Board
Dinner Follow-Up
(Chief Operating Officer
Report)

Mr. Flynn updated the Board of Education on the Annual Board dinner.  Mr. Flynn thanked Mrs. Fischetti for
her efforts on the Annual Board dinner.  Mr. Flynn expressed his appreciation and acknowledged Mrs.
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Kelsey and the Division of CTE and their tremendous work and significant role in the Annual Board dinner
success.  The students were the stars of the show.  Mr. Flynn advised the Board this was the largest turn out
in seven years and comments were overwhelmingly positive.  

Comments/Events
- Legislative
Program -
January 20, 2017
(Chief Operating Officer
Report)

Mr. Flynn reminded the Board of Education the January 20, 2017 Legislative Program is approaching
quickly.  Several component district superintendents have been invited to give presentations.  We are
looking forward to the continuation of positive contacts with our local representatives.  Mr. Flynn touched on
some of the topics for the upcoming program.   

Update of Capital
Projects
(Chief Financial Officer)

Mr. Taylor reported to the Board on the Capital Projects.  Mr. Taylor advised two major projects are
underway.  The lighting project is moving along and is now complete in one building.  The contractor will be
moving onto the next building and we have been very satisfied with their work.  Mr. Taylor further advised
the Board all test boring results are now complete and work on the specifications has begun.  

Approval of
Budget
Adjustments
2016-17 -
December
(Business Administration
Matters)

On motion by Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board voted unanimously to approve 2016-17
budget adjustments/transfers for December 2016 in the following programs:
 
Center for Learning Technology          School Improvement for Stds. Implem
Library Automation                              Services Other BOCES
Center for Learning Technology                                                                                
                                                                                              
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.1.1 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval of Bid
Awards [R]
(Business Administration
Matters)

The members of the Board reviewed the bid analysis presented by the Chief Operating Officer.  Mrs. Herz
moved, Mr. Finkelstein seconded, and the Board unanimously approved awards to the lowest bidders
meeting specifications as listed on the schedule dated December 13, 2016.
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.1.2 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Acceptance of
2015-16
Independent
Auditors’ Report
[R]
(Business Administration

Mrs. Herz moved and Mr. Finkelstein seconded, and the Board unanimously agreed to approve the Report
of the Independent Auditor as follows:  
 
RESOLVED, that the independent audit report prepared by Bonadio and Co. LLP, covering the school year
2015-2016 has been reviewed by the Board of Western Suffolk BOCES and is hereby accepted, as required
by Commissioner’s Regulations.
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Matters)  
Mr. Wunsch noted that the Western Suffolk BOCES Board of Education is aware there are unemployment
reserves and unanimously the Board is in agreement.  
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.1.3 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval of
Corrective Action
Plan [R]
(Business Administration
Matters)

Mrs. Herz moved and Mr. Finkelstein seconded, and the Board unanimously agreed to approve the
Corrective Action Plan as follows:  
 
WHEREAS, the Office of the State Comptroller has issued a report of Examination, “Budget Transfers and
Confirming Purchase Orders”; and
 
WHEREAS, Section 35 of the General Municipal Law and Section 170.12 of the Regulations of the
Commissioner of Education require a written Corrective Action Plan; and
 
WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the attached Corrective Action Plan and found it to be accurate and
complete
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board President be authorized to submit the Corrective Action
Plan as required in the referenced statute and regulation.
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.1.4 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Instructional
Personnel
(Personnel)

Mrs. Herz moved and Mr. Finkelstein seconded, and the Board unanimously agreed to approve Instructional
Personnel matters, agenda items 9.2.1 as follows:
 
All Instructional personnel matters listed on the 5-page Instructional Report dated December 13, 2016 (Encl.
9.2.1) is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.

Supplementary
Services
(Personnel)

Mrs. Herz moved and Mr. Finkelstein seconded, and the Board unanimously agreed to approve
Supplementary Services, agenda items 9.2.2 as follows:
 
All items listed on the 5-page Supplementary Services Report dated December 13, 2016 (Encl. 9.2.2) is
incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.
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Mr. Wunsch noted within the past year he has had minor business dealings with Birch Family Services and
does not consider it a conflict of interest.  

Non-Instructional
Personnel
(Personnel)

Mrs. Herz moved and Mr. Finkelstein seconded, and the Board unanimously agreed to approve
Non-Instructional Personnel matters, agenda items 9.2.3 as follows:
 
All Non-Instructional Personnel matters listed on the 2-page Non-Instructional Report dated December 13,
2016 (Encl. 9.2.3) is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.

Approval of
Disposition of
Surplus Property
[R]
(Other Action Items)

The Board voted unanimously to approve the Disposition of Surplus Property on motion of Mrs. Herz,
seconded by Mr. Finkelstein as follows:
 
WHEREAS, Western Suffolk BOCES has certain equipment and materials which have been deemed surplus
or obsolete and are of no use to Western Suffolk BOCES; and
 
WHEREAS, these items have also been deemed to have no resale value and have been declared valueless;
and
 
WHEREAS, according to Policy #4420, no surplus property may be disposed of without the recommendation
and authorization of the District Superintendent, or his designee, and the approval of the Board;
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby approves the disposition of this surplus property as
listed on the attached.
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.1 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval
Affiliation
Agreement with
Flushing Imaging
[R]
(Other Action Items)

On motion of Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board unanimously approved an Affiliation
Agreement with Flushing Imaging  as follows:
 
WHEREAS, an agreement between Western Suffolk BOCES and Flushing Imaging has been developed for
the purpose of providing an educational experience for Western Suffolk BOCES adult students in the
Diagnostic Medical Sonography program; and
 
WHEREAS, said agreement would be beneficial to the students participating;
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Operating Officer be authorized to execute said agreement
with Flushing Imaging.  This agreement will become effective November 1, 2016.  This agreement shall
remain in force unless terminated by either party.  Either party may terminate this agreement by providing
notice of such intention to the other party at least six (6) months in advance.  
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.2 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval of
Agreement
between Greenkill
Outdoor
Environmental
Education Center
and Western
Suffolk BOCES
Outdoor
Education
Services [R]
(Other Action Items)

On motion of Mrs. Santos, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board unanimously approved an Agreement
with Greenkill Outdoor Environmental as follows:
 
WHEREAS, the Western Suffolk BOCES Outdoor/Environmental Education Program has the need for
services to provide quality residential outdoor/environmental educational experiences for students of school
age, and
 
WHEREAS, a BOCES administrator has inspected such available facilities and reviewed the programs and
finds them to be suitable for the outdoor/environmental education program;
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Operating Officer is hereby authorized to sign an
outdoor/environmental education service agreement with The Greenkill Outdoor Environmental Education
Center, effective January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.3 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval of
Articulation
Agreement with
Vaughn College –
Aviation
Maintenance [R]
(Other Action Items)

On motion of Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board unanimously approved an Articulation
Agreement with Vaughn College as follows:
 
WHEREAS, an agreement between Western Suffolk BOCES and Vaughn College has been developed for
the purpose of providing an educational experience for Western Suffolk BOCES Aircraft Technology
students participating in Vaughn College’s Aviation Maintenance programs; and
 
WHEREAS, said agreement would be beneficial to the students participating;
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Operating Officer be authorized to execute said agreement
with Vaughn College.  This agreement will be in effect upon signing by both parties for a period of five years
and may be revised by mutual agreement of both parties.  Curriculum, equipment and facilities may be
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reviewed upon written request of either party.    
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.4 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval of
Articulation
Agreement with
Vaughn College –
General
Aeronautics [R]
(Other Action Items)

On motion of Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board unanimously approved an
Articulation Agreement with Vaughn College as follows:
 
WHEREAS, an agreement between Western Suffolk BOCES and Vaughn College has been developed for
the purpose of providing an educational experience for Western Suffolk BOCES Aviation Science/Flight
students participating in Vaughn College’s General Aeronautics programs; and
 
WHEREAS, said agreement would be beneficial to the students participating;
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chief Operating Officer be authorized to execute said agreement
with Vaughn College.  This agreement will be in effect upon signing by both parties for a period of five years
and may be revised by mutual agreement of both parties.  Curriculum, equipment and facilities may be
reviewed upon written request of either party.  
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.5 and is incorporated in the official minutes of this meeting.)

Approval of the
Legislative
Committee
Recommended
Resolution – Tax
Cap [R]
(Other Action Items)

On motion of Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board unanimously approved  the Legislative
Committee Recommended Tax Cap Resolution as follows:
 
WHEREAS, on June 20, 2011 Governor Andrew Cuomo signed the Property Tax Cap Legislation into law;
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2011 established a tax levy limit (generally referred to as the Tax
Cap) that affects all local governments (including counties, cities, towns, villages and fire districts) and
school districts in New York State;
 
WHEREAS, the 2017-2018 budget cycle will mark the sixth year of the Tax Cap;
 
WHEREAS, this law was initially publicized as a 2% tax levy cap;
 
WHEREAS, under this law, the property taxes levied by affected local governments and school districts
generally cannot increase by more than 2 percent, or the rate of inflation, whichever is lower;
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WHEREAS, for the first two years under this law the rate of inflation was greater than 2%;
 
WHEREAS, for the last three years under the law, the rate of inflation has been less than 2%;
 
WHEREAS, for the 2016-2017 school year, the Tax Cap was set at 0.12%, or essentially zero;
 
WHEREAS, for the 2017-2018 budget cycle, the New York State Comptroller has forecasted the rate of
inflation to be about 1%, thus resulting in the fourth consecutive year below 2%;
 
WHEREAS, a fluctuating Tax Cap has made long-range fiscal planning and budgeting all but impossible for
school districts;
 
WHEREAS, the State of New York is forecasting a 8.5% increase in healthcare costs in 2017 for school
districts;
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Western Suffolk BOCES Board of Education calls upon Governor Cuomo and
our State Legislators to remove the connection between the Tax Cap and the rate of inflation, thus resulting
in a 2% tax levy cap.
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.6 and is incorporated with the official minutes of this meeting.)

Authorization to
Accept Donated
Equipment and
Supplies [R]
(Other Action Items)

On motion by Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mr. Finkelstein, the Board voted unanimously to accept Donated
Equipment and Supplies as follows:
 
WHEREAS, Western Suffolk BOCES has received an offer from Suffolk County Community College, Central
Administration, 533 College Road, Selden, NY 11784-2899 to donate one (1) 1992 Chevy Corvette, Vin
Number 1G1YY33P8N5112084 to be used by the students attending the Auto Tech Program at Wilson
Tech, Northport Campus, and
 
WHEREAS, Western Suffolk BOCES has received an offer from Suffolk County Community College, Central
Administration, 533 College Road, Selden, NY 11784-2899 to donate one (1) 1990 Chevy Corvette, Vin
Number 2G1YY338215120493, one (1) 2003 Infiniti M45, Vin Number JNKAY41E23M000060, one (1) 2005
Chevy Impala, Vin Number 2G1WF52E659335199 to be used by the students attending the Auto Tech
Program at Wilson Tech, Dix Hills Campus, and

Page 9 of 11



 
WHEREAS, Western Suffolk BOCES students would benefit from these donations, and
 
WHEREAS, according to Policy #4420, all donations of equipment, materials and property shall be
presented to the Board for acceptance, and
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby approves the acceptance of the donated supplies
and equipment as listed above. 
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 9.3.7 and is incorporated in the official minutes of this meeting.)

Review Policy
#2210 –
Community
Relations
(New Business)

On motion of Mr. Finkelstein, seconded by Mrs. Zumpano, the Board acknowledged review of the following,
Review - First Read of Policy #2210 - Community Relations.
 
On motion by Mrs. Herz, seconded by Mrs. Santos, as per Policy #1410 the Board unanimously agreed to a
single read of Policy #2210 - Community Relations and simultaneously agreed to adopt the revised policy. 
 
(Listing referred to is designated as Encl. 11.1. and is incorporated in the official minutes of this meeting.)

Adjournment At 8:40 p.m. there being no further business items for discussion, the meeting was adjourned on motion by
Mrs. Zumpano and seconded by Mrs. Santos.

Upcoming Events Upcoming Events

DATE EVENT ATTENDEES

1/20/17 Legislative Brunch, Friday, 8:30 am, Western Suffolk
BOCES Conference Center, Wheatley Heights, Large
Conference Room

 

1/21/17 SCSSA/ESB 11  Annual Advocacy Workshop, Saturday,th

8:30-11:30 am, Sherwood Center, Holbrook
 

3/20/17 SCOPE’s 16   Annual School District Awards Dinner,th

Monday, 5:30- 9:00 p.m. Villa Lombardi’s, Holbrook, NY
M. Browne, J.
Santos

3/25/17- 3/27/17 National School Boards Association Convention, Saturday
to Monday, Denver CO

J. Santos
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Enclosures:
Welcome to Western Suffolk BOCES
Western Suffolk BOCES 2016-17 Medical Assisting Brochure
Western Suffolk BOCES 2016-17 Surgical Technology Brochure
Western Suffolk BOCES 2016-17 Diagnostic Medical Sonography Brochure
Western Suffolk BOCES 2016-17 School of Practical Nursing Brochure
Western Suffolk BOCES 2016-17 Nurse Assistant Brochure
JEA Alternative School Newsletter, November 2016
The Owl’s Hoot, Fall 2016
NYSSBA Area Director Update, November 22, 2016
NYSSBA Advocacy Alert, November 22, 2016
NYSSBA Advocacy Alert, November 29, 2016
NYSSBA Advocacy Alert, December 5, 2016
NYSSBA Advocacy Alert, December 8, 2016
Separation Pay Notification
The Link, November –December 2016
EAP Pathways, November 2016
Thank You Letter from Van Nostrand & Martin, December 2, 2016
Thank You Letters to Annual Board Dinner Contributors, December 5, 2016

 
_________________________

Joanne Klein
District Clerk
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